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THE COUNCIL,

Having regard to Artides 5 @) and 5 b) of the Converttion on the Organistion for Economic Co-operation and
Devdopment of 14th Decamber 1960;

Having regard to the condusions concarning the contral of exising chemicds reeched a the FHrs, Second and
Third High Levd Medtings of the Chemicals Group of 12th May 1980, 15th November 1982 and 17th March 1987,

respectively;

Having regard to the condusion of the Sscond High Levd Medting of the Chemicals Group concerning the
importance of anima wdfare with respect to thetesting of chemicals

Having regard to the Resolution of the Coundl concarning a Procedure for Natification and Conaultation on
Measuresfor Control of Subgances Affecting Man and the Environment [(C(71) 73(Fnd)];

Having regard to the Recommendation of the Counal of 31s January 1991 on Integrated Pollution Prevertion
and Contral [C(90)164/FAINAL] and, in particular, the Recommendation thet Member countries practice integrated pollution
prevention and contral, taking into account the effect of adtivities and substances on the environment as awhole and the
whole commerdd and environmentd life cydes of substances when assessing the risks they pase and when deveoping and
implementing contralsto limit their rdease;

Having regad to the Dedson-Recommendation of the Coundl of 26th June 1987 on the Sydamdic
Invedtigation of Exising Chemicals[C(87)90(Find)];

Having regard to the Recommendation of the Coundl of 14th November 1974 on the Assessment of the Potentid
Environmentd Effects of Chemicds[C(74)215);

Having regard to point 6 of the Dedaraion on “Environment: Resource for the Future’, of 20th June 1985,
adopted by the governments of OECD Member courtries and of Y ugodaviawhich sates that more effective contral of both
new and exiging chemicds from their manufecture to ultimate digposal will be achieved through shared and co-ordinated

efforts

Having regard to the Recommendaions of the World Commisson on Environment and Devdopment of 1987
that mgor chemica-producing countries should reinforce on-going efforts to obtain internationdl agreament on the sdection
of exiging chemicas for priority tesing, on criteria and procedures for their assessment, and on a sysem for internationd
sharing of thetasks and the resources reguired,

Having regard to the Bergen Minigerid Dedaration on Sudainable Devdopment in the ECE Region of 16th
May 1990, in particular to point 1V, 15¢ and point V, 16c;

Congdaing the experience gained to date by Member courtries in the co-operdive investigation of exiging
chemicas which has led to the initigting of concerted data collection, testing and evaugtion of the firgt group of priority
exiding chemicds

Congdering tha concerted identification, assessment and management of exiding chemicas can produce more

effident utilisation of nationa and international resources towards reduction of any risks to the environment and/or to the
hedth of the generd public or workers uncovered in dl phases of thelife cyde of the chemicds,
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Congdeing that assessments of the effects on hedth and the environment for the purpose of reduding risks
should indlude evauation of the risks and bendfits of usng the substance and its subdtitutes and the economic effects of any
control action;

Congdaing tha co-operdive internaiond efforts condtitute an effident and innovative way to goply economic
and regulatory gpproachesfor the sysemiic investigation and reduction of therisks of hazardous exising chemicals

Conddering that srengthened nationd and co-operdtive internationd efforts to invedigate sydemdicadly and
reduce the risks of hazardous exiding chemicds will subgtantialy dleviate thregts of  serious or irreverable damage to the
environment and/or the hedlth of the generd publicor workers

Conddeing thet the co-operdtive work underway on sdected chemicds of concan to Member countries to
a5Ess, to develop risk reduction drategies and, where gppropriate, to take actions to reduce their risks will be of vaue for
further effortsin thisregard;

On the propod of the 15th Joint Meding of the Manegement Committee of the Spedd Programme on the
Contral of Chemicds and the Chemicds Group of the Environment Committeg, as goproved by the 4th Medting of the
Environment Committee a Miniderid Leve:

l. Co-oper ative | nvettigation and Risk Redudtion of Exiging Chemicals

A. Cooperdivelnvedigdion

1. DECIDESthat Member countries shall co-operatively investigate high production volume (HPV) chemicals
in order to identify those which are potentialy hazardous to the environment and/or to the hedlth of the

genad public or workers
2. DECIDESthat Member countries, in undertaking thetask st out in paragraph [L A1 shdl:

i) co-opadivdy Hect theHPV chemicasfor investigation;

i) aoquire an agread-upon basc data st needed to make an informed judgement concarning the potentid
hezards of each chemicd through callection of available data or by ensuring that teding is undertaken;
ad

iii) co-operativey meke an initid assessment of the potentiad hezards of each chemical basad on the besic
data st

3. RECOMMENDS tha Membe countries undatake additiond co-opadive adivities induding the
gengrdion of further data and the completion of more in-depth, sysematic assessments of the hazards and
risks possd by those HPV chemicdsfound in theinitid assessment to be potentidly hezardous

4. RECOMMENDS that Member countries also co-operate in undertaking work on the investigation of those
non-HPV exiging chemicdsfor which they share aconcemn.

For purposes of this Dedson-Recommendation HPV chemicas are those chemicasinduded in the OECD Representative Ligt of
High Production Vaume (HPV) Chemicds, asestablished and updated regulary.
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5.

DECIDES that Member courtries shall make information obtained from the co-operative invesigation of
exiding chemicds publidy avalable via the United Nations Environment Programme's - Internationd
Regiger of Potertidly Toxic Chemicds (UNERPIRPTC), repecting legitimate daims for protection of
confidentia data

INVITES the Intenetional Programme on Chemica Safety (IPCS) to use the resuiits of the invedtigations of
exiging chemicasby OECD Member countriesin preparing its assessments of the hedlth and environmentd
impects of exiging chemicals

Risk Rerldi

DECIDES that Member countries shdl establish or srengthen nationd programmes aimed at the reduction
of risksfrom exiging chemicasto the environmenta and/or the hedlth of the generd public or workers

RECOMMENDS that Member countries cdllaborate to devdop common aiteria to determine which
chemicals among those which are induded in the co-operdive invedigations referred to in Section 1A
andlor the procedures foressen in paragrgph 11.1ii, are suitable candidates for concerted risk reduction
adtivities

RECOMMENDS that, where gppropriate, Member countries undertake concarted adtivities to reduce the
risks of sHected chemicas taking into acocount the erttire life cyde of the chemicas  These adtivities could
encompess both regulatory and non-regulatory measures induding: the promation of the use of deaner
products and technologies, emisson inventories, product labdling; use limitations; economic incentives, and
the phase-out or banning of chemicas

. Implementation

1

INSTRUCTS the Management Committee of the Spedd Programme on the Contral of Chemicals, having
regard to thework of other internationd organisations

i) to pursue a programme of work desgned to fadlitate the practicd implementation of this Decison+
Recommendation; and

i) to esdablish procedures for the natification of, and exchange of information on activities in Member
countries, to reduce therisks of exiging chemicas

iii) to the extent that Member countries undertake concerted risk reduction adtivities pursuant to paragrgph
1.B.3, to propose, where gppropriate, agresments on reduding the risk of spedific chemicals or groups of
chemicas

INVITES the Seoretary-Generd to take the necessary eps to ensure thet thiswork is carried out in co-
operation with other international organisations and, in particular, in collaboration with the UNEPIRPTC
andtheIPCS.

INSTRUCTS the Manegement Committee of the Soeaid Programme on the Contral of Chemicalsto review,
by the end of 1994, the actions taken by Member countriesin pursuance of the Dedidon-Recommendation.
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